
 

 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House 
US House of Representatives 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi,  
 
The Muslim American Society, America's largest grassroots Muslim organization, writes 
to you to express our profound concern over a matter of urgency related to the health 
and well-being of the heroic men and women who were the first responders to the tragic 
September 11th, 2001 attacks at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. 
 
Because of partisan maneuvering and political opposition, we deeply regret that the 
House of Representatives recently failed to pass H.R. 847-also known as the James 
Zadroga Health and Compensation Act of 2010. 
This is profoundly sad and disgraceful, because the failure to approve this legislation 
may well result in further harm, and even premature death, of many first responders to 
these attacks who continue to suffer from the effects of exposure to smoke and toxic 
materials in the burning buildings. 
 
At the present moment, many political forces in American are consumed by their fixation 
on opposing the right of a Muslim community to build a religious and community to build 
a center in the lower Manhattan, allegedly because such an edifice would disrespect the 
memories of the victims of the terrorist attack. But while we support constitutional 
religious freedom in our country, we believe that the greater tragedy is the failure of our 
national legislature to support, and duly honor, the September 11 first responders in 
their time of profound need. 
 
As a major national Muslim organization with local chapters in 35 states, we urge you to 
use the full power of your office to make sure that H.R. 847 passes in the House of 
Representatives. This bill is the real Ground Zero issue, and passing it with a strong bi-
partisan majority, and with all deliberate speed is the right things to do-not only for the 
first responders, but for all  people in America,. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Mahdi Bray 
Executive Director 
Muslim American Society Freedom (MAS Freedom) 
 
CC: House majority leader Steny H. Hoyer (D-MD)  
        House minority leader John Boehner (R-OH) 
 


